REPORT FROM CALISTOGA

We are happy to say that Mother Melania andsthéhsisterved to Holy Assumption Monastery he
very kindly received there both by the Orthodox community and the townspeople of Calistag,
monastery is located only a few blocks from downtown, so the sisters often walk Rezoesésonitr
early morning, others to do errands later in the day), and they tell us it's amazing how often pe
windows of their cars to say, "Welcome to C8listgigd!you've come!"

It turns out that the monastery chapel ses@wetlsing of a parish church for a smadthmigl
community of Orthodox faiffifid.sisters continue to be amazed when the "parishioners" ask for
wash the dishes, bring desserts, etc., and then are profusely thankful fortbdialp@m¥aednobod
has been turned down!

Another great blessing for the sisters has been the warm relationship that has very quickly ¢
Simeon of Verkhotursk Church (the ROCOR parish a couple of blocks away from thesistaradter
been in Calistoga just a few weeks when F
monastery to a lovely lunch. The sisters also were blessed to attend a molieben at St. Simeor
Kursk Root Icon viditee community. The sisters are looking forward to a chance to requite the t
Simeon parish and of working together for the glory of God in Calistoga.
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A partial view of the groundis

The sisters in Chapel Preparing meals in the kitchen the bell kiosk is in the middle

Holy Assuption Monastery has its own priest, Hieromonk Sergious, as well as a couple in res
Sarah Smith, who care for the beautiful grounds and have worked with Father Sergious for ye
upgrade the deteriorating monastielindsult also has an exquisitapel, a replica of the church at
Ross adorned with exquisite iconogfaphyfor those who havenbgondering, yes, it haaatsimore.
When they arrived, the sisters found their new residence already oceubigthiley,thre Africgey
parrot named Petey, a conure (a type gfasroglinamed Oscar, a cockatiel named Morris, and
Ashley is an orange cat, who is 18 idetl®ay (so named because he was found in a hallway) is
They are bovery sweet (although Hallway is apparently the champion fighter of the neighborhoc
to have such a number of new domestic servants.

The animals, of course, have been concerned toentlaéetharsisteiad a way to help supporhtt
So, the sisters have been busy devisingndisshort term, they will most likely be making cand
baked goods, and various types of tmafte long term, they are looking towards developing ci
wines. We will keep you pestéidese plans develop.

In the meantime, you just might want to consider a visit to Calistoga and the beautiful Napa
now have close friends.
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Christ isborn! Glorify Him!

Christ iIson earth! Meet yeHIm



n

Dear Friends of St. Barbara Monastery,

To each and every one of you we send our deepestiwishesfChr i st mas
and His presencé. is often said that heaven seems nearer at thisPegsorflows mq
easily, not only when we are in church, but wherever we are and whatever we
shopping or decorating,nigaki cleaningfhe jewdike liturgical services of the week
Christmas are the final touch, quieting the heart and opening it to the Savior Whbae
h a shadth¢ opportunity to hear the exquisite canons of Small Complirierappsentizdy
the perfect Christmas gi ft to oneds
hymnody at home.

Quieting the heart. In the book of Genesis, we read that before God created the
reigned All was stilAnd outofthat God | | ed qui et , God Asp
being. Moreover, we are told that laten, &bd was about to send His sflence reign
again.We are not referring mex@tyhe fAsi | ent rwasgbbrb Ad this tm
silence of another order had reigned in Israel for some two hundred years; the v
had fallen silent, had ceased, for that lengthTdfai@leurch has always understood this
of prophecy to have beenanpregt st i |l |l ness out of erbaie
the world through the Incarn&iohgnatius of Antioch write$:h er e i s one
Himself through Jesus Christ His Son, Who is His Word, proceeding frora sildntee
Magnesians, Ch VIII, v. 2).

It is good to be silent of hepaeceful in our thougftseHoly Fathemshoteach usiowto
cultivate inner stillness and peace (the neptic Fathers, weesplliaiinetmitis in such hea
thatGal readily comes to dwdlhether they lived in serene circumstances or in thj
turmoil, they sought stillness of heart. (As an example, manyeshgmmbevilbur wond
Elder Dimitry of Santa Rosa and how hbeirouéddly communinthwsod the whole time
he was outwardly carrying on a conversatidme would maintain his peace in the mig
troubles it was his lot to endure iThfg)takes practice; and in the end is a gift (as is
we do well to remembveith playing the violin well, pitching a baseball, and, ing
everything else).

Our Christmas prayer for you, then, is that God @eatthyand every éret this ho
season when heaven draws close to earth, a measure of such stillcess aad. péay
you have a truly blessed Christmas!

Abbess Victoria,
the Community of St. Barbara Monastery,
and the CommurufyHoly Assumption Monaste

FEAST OF ST. BARBARZ09

We were blessed withiaigus observance of the Feast of St. Barbara on Thursday, tDeétis
Grace, Bishop BENJAMIN came, as he always does, to celebrate the Vigil on the eve of the Fe
Liturgy on the day itself. Five priests concelebrated vaéhatih&Eivine Liturgy: V. Rev. Paul We
of St. Herman Church in Oxnard, who is our chaplain; V. Rev. Lawrence Russell of Holy Annu
Santa Maria, V. Rev. Nicholas Speier of St. Athanasius Church in Goleta, V. Rev. NidHolad/Bgi
Mary Cathedral in Los Angeles, and Ren. Gameanf St. Gregory of Nyssa Church in El Cajon.
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The Cross Procession

At the Altar Table John and Nicholas Butler

DEMISE OFMIGHTY OAK

While we were giimg Vespers at our October Friends gathering, the great oak tree at the edge
|l ot came crashing to the ground, narrowly
a windlesevening, and apparemtlgxternal sgaemadethe tree fall. For the most part, the wood is |
butthe apparent culprit watseating away inside the trunk near its base. Thank God, no one was
anywhere near the tree when it fell!

To her credit, Krissy was unphasedstudeard that it was her car that had been crushed. She
Al wanted a new c ar ,sbdowtemonstutiatdsime mdaw hasumsre than pde:
justification! Thankf ul | yrse hertoetherostivedisld. e r y 6

Getting the car out from under the theltisoould be towed away was another matter. Our neigh
Crockett, who operates arpiiar tractotame to our rescue. His boss, Colin Sage of Ojai,tdrciee
over to the monastery after working hours one day, and after a long and arduous effort succe
tree trunk off the wrecked @&t quite a while, no one thought it would be possible; at orteaptmn
itself was seen to lifitsfwheels from the weight of the tre¢ an thescoap.r 6 s

At the time of writing this, a furniture maker is trying to determine what variety of oak it is that
to be a silver oak, the wood is worth a lot for furniture makifig i t 6s a gar den
is a supply of firewood that is next to endless.

Surely, there must be a better This was ni
way to get a shady parking spot

And another boring day
idea of a compact car! at the monastery.



